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Birgit Hofstätter, Lisa Scheer & Anita Thaler 

Queer STS Forum #6: Queer Interventions  
Editorial 

  

 

Birgit Hofstätter, born and raised into a white middle class family in rural 
Austria, moved to Graz to study (teaching degree for secondary school in 
philosophy, psychology, pedagogics, and English, master in gender stud-
ies, PhD in science, technology and society Studies – interdisciplinarity 
seems to be their DNA), returned to rural home after 17 years where they 
currently manage a well-established (more than 25 year old) women’s 
association, teach yoga, grow food, and engage in local politics.  
 
 

 

Lisa Scheer is a sociologist who works in diversity and quality manage-
ment areas at the University of Graz. She manages the Fellowship Pro-
gramme for Gender Research, is concerned with questions regarding 
diversity and equality and aims at supporting the development of quality 
teaching and learning. Teaching activities at Austrian universities concen-
trate on gender and family/technology/body/knowledge. 

 

Anita Thaler is a senior researcher at IFZ (Interdisciplinary Research Cen-
tre for Technology, Work and Culture) in Graz, Austria. She heads the 
research area Gender, Science and Technology and founded the working 
group Queer STS . Her research analyses mutual interactions of science, 
technology and society, with a focus on transition and learning processes 
towards gender equity, sustainability and social justice. 

 

Introduction  
In our first issue of the Queer STS Forum we reflected on our queer approach to Sci-
ence, Technology and Society Studies (STS). We shared how we often find ourselves 
intervening in meetings, in our social media activities and university courses, during 
conferences, and when we do research. Most of the time, the main topics we deal with 
do not directly relate to queer studies, but in a wider sense to queer thinking and is-
sues of social justice. Simply by asking ‘queer questions’1 and thinking in alternatives, 
we irritate colleagues, we intervene in academic activities, and we interact with (and 
thereby learn from) like-minded people.  

                                                
1 „In general, by adopting a queer perspective, we have to reflect on the ways we, as researchers, contribute to the reproduction of e.g. gender as a binary 

and the heterosexual norm. We have to identify hegemonic discourses in our field of research and critically question in which ways they exclude or marginal-

ize perspectives. We have to revise our methodology and the assumptions we base our interpretations of data on. One example for these efforts is that in 

some cases we shifted our focus from gender as a category of differentiation and tried to find other explanations for the phenomenon at hand. This way we 

could avoid the reproduction of gender stereotypes and conclusions being drawn on basis of heteronormativity.“ (Hofstätter 2012, p. 4) 

https://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Forum-1-2016-5-15-Hofstatter-Thaler.pdf
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For the 2021 edition of the Queer STS Forum we came back to our queer approach 
and set out to assemble further examples. We wanted to collect experiences with 
queer interventions in education, learning organisations, research projects, teams, etc. 
and asked for contributions based on our very broad understanding of the term queer. 
These interventions can happen in/through teaching, art or research and may pose 
the question of how to treat each other, how to become an inclusive and caring com-
munity, or how to tackle hegemonic, excluding, power-maintaining practices and struc-
tures.  

Queer interventions in teaching and beyond  
Five years ago Birgit Hofstätter and Anita Thaler contributed to a German anthology 
on queering STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics). In our contri-
bution we described our take on how STEM education can benefit from queer-feminist 
interventions (cf. Hofstätter & Thaler 2016). To our mind, the core of queer interven-
tions in teaching lies in questioning normalising tenets, particularly when they lead 
to naturalisations and/or exclusions such as heteronormativity. With queer interven-
tions in teaching we intend to contribute to a social just democratisation of technolog-
ical developments and politics. 

What are the benefits of such a queer-feminist stance? By questioning heteronorma-
tivity we escape the reification of stereotypes attached to the gender binary in regard 
to STEM. We are also able to address power relations in the context of heteronorma-
tivity. Furthermore, by widening the perspective of ‘women in STEM’ to the represen-
tation of multiple genders in the network of actors e.g. in technology, we are forced to 
abandon efforts targeting individuals or singular groups (e.g. ‘women’) with (teaching 
or technological) designs. Rather, we are forced to think of an inclusive reorganisation 
of (intersectional) education, research and development. For learners, becoming col-
laborators rather than receivers is empowering. Being included in shaping learning 
settings according to one’s needs activates and supports multidimensional, self-
directed learning. Additionally, the focus of learning shifts from output to process. In-
stead of understanding learning as something that is completed by a (good) mark 
awarded by the teacher, the way of making sense, understanding and successfully 
applying the learned in a context relevant to the individual learner becomes key. This 
experience of self-efficacy, too, has an empowering effect on learners. 

The proposed reorganisation and democratisation requires participatory (better: co-
operative) and transdisciplinary teaching and working designs. In extension to inter-
disciplinarity, transdisciplinarity involves not only multiple disciplines but also breaks 
(queers!) the dichotomy/hierarchy of experts and laypersons. For educational settings 
this means to break the dichotomy/hierarchy of instructor and instructed. As a conse-
quence, learning becomes a process of cooperation, a joint endeavour with everyone 
contributing to its progress and outcomes. Analogously, when looking at research or 
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any other work, this perspective means knowing about power relations, hierarchies, 
participation possibilities and opportunities and finding ways to shift power inequali-
ties. Changing or queering educational routines and practices of reproducing hierar-
chies and dichotomies is not as simple as it sounds but our Forum provides many ex-
amples and inspirations.   

Contributions 
The digital format of our Forum allows contributions of any length and in various forms 
– audios, videos, images and texts; sharing experiences, conducting analysis, and ask-
ing questions. We are happy that this year’s contributors made use of these broad 
possibilities and we are very pleased to present a collection of very diverse queer in-
terventions. Language also adds to the diversity of this edition. Out of eight pieces, 
three were submitted in German: a radio feature, an article and a review.  

Boka En is no stranger to regular Forum readers. Their contributions always come as 
thought candy wrapped in poetic expression. This time we received a video and a text 
on the simultaneousness of the absence and presence of (their) queer body in aca-
demia, the paradox of being in_visible. Not much more can or should be said about it: 
see and experience for yourself. 

“Mapping the unseen” by Katrin Ackerl Konstantin and Rosalia Kopeinig also deals 
with the challenge of making the invisible seen and the unspoken heard. They present 
collections of artistic interventions on societal taboos – the invisible and unspoken. 
Two videos allow insights into two artistic interventions in Zagreb/Croatia (2019) and 
Klagenfurt/Austria (2020). These interventions address LGBTIQ (Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender Intersex Queer/Questioning) issues and were selected by the participat-
ing art group Vox Feminae. The accompanying text provides the context and further 
information. 

With the video by Daniela Jauk, Solveig (Sol) Haring and Anita Peter Mörth we are en-
tering the classroom. Our working group colleague Daniela proposes seven ingredi-
ents of gaga-feminist teaching. The group has been inspired by Jack Halberstam’s 
book Gaga Feminism: Sex, Gender, and the Edge of Normal (2016). The (very enter-
taining) video has been online since 2017 and it is about time to give it more attention. 
The ingredients of their bloody mary hairy cock*tail sums up what queering teaching 
is all about. 

Equally fun and creative is the University of Vienna (Austria) Gender Equality and Di-
versity unit’s intervention. They have turned the well-known nursery rhyme Row Row 
Row Your Boat into a protest song of eye rolling feminists over constant irritations they 
have to bear when insisting that things are not the way they should be in a society 
based on equality and social justice. Find the song, lyrics and a short text in the Fo-
rum. 

http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_The-My-absent_present-queer-body.pdf
http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Mapping-the-unseen.pdf
http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Gagafeminist-teaching.pdf
http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Roll-roll-roll-your-eyes.pdf
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In the second audio contribution of this Forum, the team of genderfrequenz, a show 
on Radio Helsinki, Freies Radio Graz, looks back at five years of their queer-feminist 
programme Umagaunan mit Kaya in German. This programme shares experience of 
various forms of discrimination and includes options for action. Through its interactive 
format, the intervention of sharing the reports transforms the negative experience of 
exclusion and discrimination into political engagement. It can also be seen as an ex-
pression of caring and being there for each other. The audio is in German as it is part 
of the Austrian radio show. 

From activism through media we make a sharp turn to activism on the very physical 
dimension of pleasure. Spencier Ciaralli has studied sexual pleasure stories of women 
and qenderqueer people. They argue in favour of an intervention through pleasure 
activism that resists the heteronormative narrative that centres on penetration and 
orgasm. 

In their German text contribution “Technische Sammlungen que(e)rlesen”, Andrea 
Berger, Sophie Gerber and Martina Griesser-Stermscheg from the Technical Museum 
Vienna (Austria) reflect on how museums categorize, hierarchize, and discipline their 
collections. They elaborate on digital museum databases and their role as powerful 
tools for knowledge and collective memory management and look at possible queer 
interventions in the assignment of keywords.  

What is the German BOYKOTT Magazin (Boycott Magazine in English) which is being 
published since April 2021 following a successful crowdfunding campaign? And what 
does one of its editors, Ulla Wittenzellner, have to say about the publication process, 
distribution and contribution possibilities? Daniela Jauk wrote a German review about 
the new (pro-)feminist men's magazine and asked Ulla Wittenzellner for an interview. 
Find out more about this intervention to boycott patriarchy at the end of our Forum.  

 

References 
Hofstätter, Birgit & Anita Thaler (2016). Queer-feministische Technikdidaktik. In: Nadine Balzter, Florian 

Cristobal Klenk & Olga Zitzelsberger (eds.).Queering MINT. Impulse für eine dekonstruktive 
Lehrer_innenbildung, Leverkusen: Verlag Barbara Budrich. 179-189.  

Hofstätter, Birgit (2012). Queer STS: An Introduction. In: Thomas Berger & Günter Getzinger (eds.). Pro-
ceedings of the 11th Annual IAS-STS Conference on Critical Issues in Science and Technology 
Studies, 7th-8th May 2012 (CD-Rom). Graz: IFZ Eigenverlag. ISBN Nr. 978-3-9502678-3-9. 

 

 

  

http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Fursorge-und-Widerstand.pdf
http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Pleasure-Activism.pdf
http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Technische-Sammlungen-Queerlesen.pdf
http://queersts.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Forum-6-2021_Review-BOYCOTT.pdf
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Boka En 

The My absent_present queer body in academia 

 

Boka En is currently finishing their PhD on negotiations of knowledge as 
well as inclusions and exclusions in and across LGBTIQ* activism and 
academia at the University of Vienna (and they have been ‘finishing’ it for 
a while now). They miss offline encounters in the academy, and they are 
grateful that clubs in Austria have re-opened (with COVID restrictions). 
 

  

Before you begin 
More often than not, academic institutions are treated as spaces out of space, home 
only to mystical minds whose disembodied presence haunts papers and classrooms 
alike. At the same time, the God trick (Haraway 1991) of disembodiment is not equally 
available to all body-minds in academia. Scholars doing critical intersectional research 
(see some of the sources below) have shown that while some (that is, straight, white, 
middle-class, cis, male, en-abled) bodies easily fade from view, others (that is, not 
those) are instead often subject(ed) to hyper-visibility and hyper-surveillance. 

In this contribution, I explore how putting one’s my body on the line can be an inter-
vention in academic spaces, and how marginalized body-minds2 may sometimes not 
have much of a choice in the matter in the first place. In doing so, I also seek to point 
to some of the ambivalences and intersectional power relations that enable my – spe-
cifically my – body-mind to emerge as both a tragedy and successful, both absent and 
present. 

My contribution does not purport to play a God trick (Haraway 1991), nor does it lay 
claim to mystical, unimpaired self-understanding (Butler 2005), nor does it seek to re-
present all queer body-minds, nor all queer body-minds that are ‘like mine’ (according 
to what? whom? which criteria?) (Kazeem-Kamiński 2021). Rather, it is an attempt to 
share parts of a partial experience, hoping to offer points of dis_connection that you 
may_not relate to. 

About the video 
I invite you to engage with the video in whatever way you feel is right. Watch it once, 
twice, not at all. Pause, skip ahead, rewind. Whose body-minds do you choose to 
make absent_present? Which points of dis_connection do you experience? 

                                                
2 There are certain contradiction in my use of ‘bodies’ vs ‘body-minds’ that I’m aware of but cannot resolve at 
this point. 
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You can find a description and transcription of visible and audible elements after the 
link to the video. 

The video can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYBCixOUxqo  

Video description 
The screen is black. There is the rising sound of distant voices in the background – 
children playing, the hustle and bustle of a public park. 

The following quote appears in a white font: 

What activism is for me is when you aren’t ashamed. When you just take the 
liberty, insolently, of being the way you are. You know? And then I’m ashamed 
to be ashamed sometimes, but yeah …  

– a participant in my PhD project 

The background noise continues and will until the end of the video. 

The video crossfades to a still downwards shot of an earthy ground, dotted with sun-
light and shadows of the overhead canopy. There is a small green plant in the lower 
right corner. A leg of a park bench extends from the top right corner to the centre of 
the screen. 

Voiceover (with a slightly lower-pitched and a slightly higher-pitched version of the 
same voice, sometimes overlapping, sometimes switching from one to the other, 
sometimes jarring against each other). 

I’m sitting on a bench at the campus of the University of Vienna in the afternoon 
sun. I am wearing conspicuous make-up (or so I think) and a crop top. There is a 
long silver earring dangling from my left earlobe, and the stubbles of my beard, 
which I shaved this morning, are becoming increasingly visible. They certainly 
feel hyper-visible to myself. 

The shot of the ground fades into a sideways view of a light-skinned, flat-chested, slim 
torso lying on a bed, breathing softly. It is bathed in blue and red light. There is a tat-
too on the ribcage that reads, ‘Queer as in fuck/love you’, where the words ‘fuck’ and 
‘love’ are entangled in each other, ‘love’ being upside down compared to the rest of 
the sentence. 

One line after another of overlaid text appears and disappears again: 

breathing 

getting ready 

there 
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not there 

not 

The camera starts moving, tracing more of the torso, lingering on the body for about 
20 seconds. 

Voiceover (with lower-pitched and higher-pitched versions as before, talking over and 
against each other): 

‘Welcome to our course’, I say. ‘My name is Boka En. Yes, that is not the name 
that’s in the online course directory.’ 

Overlaid text: 

Are you a boy or a girl? 

I’m the lecturer. 

The image fades into a still shot of various items of white clothing strewn across a red 
surface. During the next few seconds, other still shots replace the first one. First, a 
large palette of about forty different eyeshadow colours, powder, several jars of glitter 
and a make-up brush on a black surface. Then, a small, vertical wooden board with 
holes and openings that hold various earrings as well as necklaces, among them dog 
tags with the non-binary as well as rainbow flags on them. 

Overlaid text: 

The person who is most powerful has the privilege of denying their body. I re-
member as an undergraduate I had white male professors who wore the same 
tweed jacket and rumpled shirt or something, but we all knew that we had to 
pretend. You would never comment on his dress, because to do so would be a 
sign of your own intellectual lack. The point was we should all respect that he’s 
there to be a mind and not a body. 

– bell hooks: Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom 

The image fades into another shot of the aforementioned body, in the same setting as 
before. This time, it’s a close-up tracing down the person’s hairless arm. There are four 
or five woollen, colourful bracelets around their wrist. Their fingernails are painted 
black and white. 

Voiceover (with different pitches, as before): 

I often teach on genders and sexualities and intimacies. And I want to put my-
self on the line in that teaching. I want to not just be the institutional role that I 
am assigned, not just the spectre of a disembodied mind floating through aca-
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demic un-space. I want to become tangible as flesh and blood. I don’t want my 
body to disappear. 

The image fades to another outdoor shot. There is a thin sliver of grass on the left 
hand side, the rest is taken up by grey tarmac and a blurry brown shape on the right, 
possibly part of a park bench. It is a sunny day, and the tarmac is painted with shad-
ows of the canopy as well as a lamp post and a bin. 

Voiceover (overlapping and switching between pitches): 

Anger and joy and shame and anxiety and relief and disbelief and grief and ... 

If I put myself out there, who is this I that I put out there? 

If I put myself on the line, what is this line I straddle? 

The image fades back to a close-up of the body, moving along the skin. It is not clear 
what part of the body is shown. 

Voiceover: 

Straight line 

Stairwell to heaven 

A big pot of happiness at the end of the rainbow 

Overlaid text, one line appearing after the other and disappearing again: 

Over the rainbow 

Overing* the rainbow 

The rainbow is over. 

* Sara Ahmed: On Being Included – Racism and Diversity in Institutional Life 

It becomes clear that the image is of the torso again, showing it sitting up from the 
side. 

Voiceover: 

Did you know that a jellyfish can make it to the moon and back? 

Did you know that I am sometimes told that I’m an inspiration? 

Did you know that sometimes, I just want to lie low? 

The image fades to an upwards shot of the crown of a broad-leaved tree taking up 
most the screen space. It is sunny, and the canopy gives way to a cloudless sky the 
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right-hand side. A blurry brown shape takes up the top left corner, possibly the back of 
a park bench. 

Overlaid text: 

… social spaces are not blank and open for any body to occupy. There is a 
connection between bodies and space, which is built, repeated and contested 
over time. While all can, in theory, enter, it is certain types of bodies that are 
tacitly designated as being the ‘natural’ occupants of specific positions. Some 
bodies are deemed as having the right to belong, while others are marked out 
as trespassers, who are, in accordance with how both spaces and bodies are 
imagined (politically, historically and conceptually), circumscribed as being ‘out 
of place’. Not being the somatic norm, they are space invaders. 

– Nirmal Puwar: Space Invaders: Race, Gender and Bodies Out of Place 

While the text is still shown, the image fades over to another close-up shot of the 
body, possibly a leg. 

Voiceover, while the text is still shown: 

Space. The final frontier. But whose space? Whose frontier? This is not just a 
story of failure or pain. I am not a tragedy. What are the conditions under which 
my body can emerge as successful, I wonder. On whose conditions can my 
body emerge as successful. 

During the voiceover, the image fades into another shot of the park. This one is more 
horizontally oriented, with the grey tarmac taking up the bottom-left two thirds of the 
screen, and trees and shrubs as well as a low wooden fence on the other side of the 
tarmac. A pidgeon is walking slowly across the tarmac path. 

After the voiceover has ended, the image fades over to another slowly moving close-
up shot of the body, starting from a nipple and tracing down along the chest. 

Voiceover: 

What are the conditions under which my body can emerge as successful, I 
wonder. 

Overlaid text: 

deep-sea angling for recognition 

Voiceover: 

On whose conditions can my body emerge as successful? 
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It is not enough to put my body on the line. It is not enough to put my body on 
the line. 

The image fades over into a shot showing a shaved armpit, still in the blue and red 
light. 

Voiceover: 

Bodies take up space too. 

Overlaid text, one line after the other: 

too much 

too little 

The image fades into a downward close-up shot of two slats of a park bench that 
stretch from the top left to the bottom right corner. There is a gap between the slats, 
and grey tarmac underneath. 

Voiceover: 

If I put myself on the line, what is this line I straddle? 

The image fades to a close-up of the body – it is unclear which part. 

Voiceover: 

Straight line 

The image fades to a close-up of an earring consisting of three long silver strands that 
lie on the side of the person’s neck. The person seems to have a slight beard stubble. 

Voiceover: 

Stairwell to heaven 

A big pot of happiness at the end of the rainbow 

The image fades to a close-up of part of the tattoo mentioned earlier. The words 
‘queer as in’ can be read. 

The image fades to another close-up of the body – it is unclear which part. 

The image fades to black. 

The following text appears in white: 

not over 
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Sources (of inspiration) 
This contribution has been influenced by a number of inspirations, some of whom I 
hope to be able to trace back and acknowledge at this point. 

 

The interactions, verbal and not, I’ve had with people; particularly with: 

 Michael En, David En-Griffiths, Leonore Lerch, Felix Pilz, and Mercedes Pöll; 

 the participants in my PhD project, whom I unfortunately can’t name at this 
point; 

 students that took part in my courses and thus helped me develop my own 
thinking and feeling. 

 

Michèle Cooke’s and Michael En’s courses at the University of Vienna, which helped 
me work on engaging with academic projects in less constrained ways. 

 

Various art performances at brut Wien, particularly Dark Revolutions by the que_ring 
drama project. 

 

And some other, more conventional sources whose role in my creating this 
contribution I would like to emphasise: 
Ahmed, Sara. 2012. On Being Included: Racism and Diversity in Institutional Life. Duke University Press. 

Ahmed, Sara. 2014. The Cultural Politics of Emotion. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

Ahmed, Sara. 2017. Living a Feminist Life. Durham & London: Duke University Press. 

Barker, Meg-John, and Alex Iantaffi. 2019. Life Isn’t Binary: On Being Both, Beyond, and In-Between. 
London & Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 

Clare, Eli. 2017. Brilliant Imperfection: Grappling with Cure. Durham & London: Duke University Press. 

hooks, bell. 1994. Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New York and Lon-
don: Routledge. – which I listened to as an audio book narrated by Robin Miles. 

Haraway, Donna. 1991. “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of 
Partial Perspective.” In Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature, 183–201. 
London: Free Association Books. 

Haraway, Donna. 2016. Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene. Durham & London: 
Duke University Press. 
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Kazeem-Kamiński, Belinda. 2021. „Unterdessen sind unsere Worte (etwas mehr) willkommen, unsere 
Körper jedoch nicht.“ Keynote, 8th annual conference of the Österreichische Gesellschaft für 
Geschlechterforschung, 20–22 September 2021. 

LaBruce, Bruce, dir. 2004. The Raspberry Reich [film].  

Lorde, Audre. 1984. Sister Outsider: Essays & Speeches by Audre Lorde. New York: Ten Speed Press. 

Moraga, Cherríe, and Gloria Anzaldúa, eds. 2015. This Bridge Called My Back. Writings by Radical 
Women of Color. 4th Ed. SUNY Press. 

Pereira, Maria do Mar. 2017. Power, Knowledge and Feminist Scholarship: An Ethnography of Academia. 
London and New York: Routledge. 

Puwar, Nirmal. 2004. Space Invaders: Race, Gender and Bodies Out of Place. Oxford & New York: Berg 
Publishers. 

Sheppard, Emma. 2021. ‘“I’m Not Saying This to Be Petty”: Reflections on Making Disability Visible While 
Teaching’, in Lived Experiences of Ableism in Academia: Strategies for Inclusion in Higher Edu-
cation, ed. by Nicole Browne (Bristol: Policy Press), pp. 185–96 

Ward, Jane. 2008. Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in LGBT Activist Organizations. Nashville, Ten-
nessee: Vanderbilt University Press. 

 

I would also like to thank the anonymous reviewer for their helpful suggestions. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Felix Pilz for their help in filming some of the video clips I 
used in my contribution.  
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Katrin Ackerl Konstantin & Rosalia Kopeinig 

Mapping the Unseen 

 

Katrin Ackerl Konstantin is an actress, director, and cultural scientist. 
Acting studies at the Conservatory for Music and Performing Arts Vien-
na and studies of Psychology at the University of Vienna and Klagen-
furt. Participative theatre projects and research in Austria, Croatia, Pe-
ru, Qatar, Bangladesh, and Iran. Leader of an FWF-funded artistic re-
search project “Mapping the Unseen”. Publications. Lectureship at uni-
versities in Austria (Vienna, Klagenfurt), Denmark, Mexico City, Malta, 
Czech Republic. Currently: PhD at the Department of Science and Art at 
the University and the Mozarteum in Salzburg/Austria: Let´s make a 
scene about it! Questioning common gender roles in theatre perfor-
mances from a queer feminist point of view with a utopian perspective. 
www.konstantin.cc  

 

 
Rosalia Kopeinig  
Migration, interculturality and feminism are the focus of her work as a 
psychologist, who graduated in Newcastle, UK. As the co-initiator of the 
interdisciplinary performance format show.Rooms, she was a research-
er in the project “Mapping the Unseen”. Furthermore, she investigates 
in biographical work and applied theatre. She co-founded an interna-
tional school in Carinthia and led an international business network 
there (CIC). Publications according to the topic of migration and lec-
tures at the University of Klagenfurt in the field of intercultural skills. 
More about the format show.Rooms see schau.raeume.cc 

 

Mapping the Unseen  
Mapping the Unseen seeks to answer the question of how it is possible to make both 
the unspoken and unseen visible and bring it into a dialogue through artistic research.  

The project started in 2019 and was realised in Croatia, Iran, Bangladesh, and Austria. 
“It constitutes of artistic interventions on unseen, hidden topics - topics not discussed 
in public by mainstream society because of its implicit taboo potential.   

These realisations were shown over the course of one week in empty disused spaces, 
such as vacant shops or offices. (…) The project strived for a programmatic visual and 
discursive treatment of a chosen topic, identified and selected by participating artists 
or art groups in their country of origin. Following this, parts of the project were invited 
to Austria to enable an intercultural dialogue questioning the relevance of the topic 
there. The connection between the two countries was a person who lived in both 
countries.”  

(See www.mappingtheunseen.com/en/about) 

For this 6th volume of Queer STS forum, we present two videos showing the realisa-
tion of the interventions in Zagreb/Croatia and Klagenfurt/Austria in 2019 and 2020 
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