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Lisa Scheer

Lisa Scheer is a sociologist who works at the University of Graz Compe-
tence Center for University Teaching. There she is concerned with ques-
tions regarding higher education teaching and learning, supporting teach-
ing staff and contributing to organizational development. Her teaching ac-
tivities at Austrian universities concentrate on gender and family/technol-
ogy/body/knowledge as well as social inequality in higher education. She
enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking and paragliding. She is part of the
Queer STS working group.

When | received my colleagues’ call for contributions for this year’'s Queer STS forum,
| immediately knew (1) that | would submit something and (2) that this something would
be comics. | find the possibility to contribute in other than the usual written forms very
stimulating and positive. Although | feel very good and safe with written tasks and calls
for papers, | not always feel like writing. And just recently | have started using comics
to deepen student learning. Therefore, | saw the call as an opportunity for me to try out
my comic skills and to check how it feels to process a topic in a visual way.

At first, my thoughts were rather critical. My sarcastic answer to the question “Who are
the ones being able to act kind in academia?” was: Those who can afford it because
they have safe jobs, because they do not have to worry about much in their lives. | saw
academic kindness as some sort of queer-feminist daydream, an unrealistic wish that
mainstream academia would dismiss with the blink of an eye. But when | researched
academic kindness as inspiration for my comics, my perspective changed. | found so
many suggestions that | took for decent human behaving, for being a good colleague
or teacher, which led me to rethink my understanding of academic kindness. | now
believe that everyone in academia can be kind without much effort as the range spans
from appreciating one another to being a good mentor. Inspired by the website
academickindness.tumblr.com hosted by Rabia Gregory (https://www.insidehigh-
ered.com/news/2014/01/09/blog-aims-normalize-kindness-academe) as well as
Philipp Schulz’ activities (https://blogs.fu-berlin.de/toolbox/2020/03/05/academic-kind-
ness) | created five comics on the website canva.com which are titled

Q) Academic Kindness 1

(2) Academic Kindness 2

3) Being kind and caring

(4) Caring Activity Collection
(5) Thanking and appreciating
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In different styles they visualise what academic kindness can be, e.g. sending thank-
you emails to authors whose articles were read in class, providing spaces such as
gardens or balcony’s to colleagues, crafting for each other, offering help or project
hours, celebrating colleagues’ success, caring for others as in listening to their needs
and worries, connecting to others, building relationships that are not solely based on
work issues, giving constructive feedback, being an ally and being a good team leader
which includes valuing the opinions and knowledge of others. Looking back now,
maybe the forum call already was academic kindness — offering a wide range of for-
mats to creatively discuss, illuminate and analyse a topic?
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ACADEMIC KINDNESS

I heard your
teaching job for the summer was caring for non-
canceled. I'm sorry. I have some research human lives

grant money left and could offer you a
part-time research job. Do you want
to hear more?

inviting to after-
work drinks

offering job being a BIPoC and
alternatives LGBTIQ* ally

Academic Kindness, Lisa Scheer, canva.com

‘\ckbﬂ‘“c K'NDNESS >k

SUPPORTING STUDENT AND
FACULTY NETWORKING

GIVING CONSTRUCTIVE
FEEDBACK TO COLLEAGUES
AND STUDENTS

BEING A MENTOR, EVEN
WITHOUT PAYMENT

CELEBRATING
COLLEAGUES' SUCCESS

LISTENING TO OTHER'S
NEEDS AND WORRIES

HAVING PERSONAL
CONNECTIONS TO
STUDENTS AND FACULTY

Academic Kindness, Lisa Scheer, canva.com
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Being Kind and caring

| have decided to Keep the

remote work policy for our | heard about your step
department. The feedback was mother's health issues,
very positive and the experience Oh, that's great Alex. | could taKe over
showed me that | can trust you news. | will send some of your admin
all. Everyone was so responsible. W i i 1 tasKs if you want. Oh Paul, that

would be such a
help. ThankK you!
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What about taKing over

Yes, unfortunately half of my project hours? Y‘esl To show rnore respect and
the two project | want to support my John, is it correct Kindness to animals as well as to
proposals didn't go partner and reduce my N that you have a il Stugents dind, eOliengles | am
through. | will run workKing hours. Plus half proposal for our prf)pOS\ng > depar(ment.al vegan
out of a contract the salary is still enough event policy? policy. | am-aiready working.on it.

by June. for me.

Being kind and caring, Lisa Scheer, canva.com
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We meditate, do sport or find
CARING FOR YOURSELF "I
eativl
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ACTIVITIES

Department of Queer STS Collection B _L
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VWe enjoy our pets

and share pics on
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ersonal and We craft for each other. Mr.
departmental social = Mayer makes delicious syrup.
media. | enjoy knitt
Mr. Ma\{]er office manager Dr. Karandu, senior lecturer
and father of fwo dogs 3
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We stay in touch with each
other di \’ra\l and make
sure hm‘ everyone is
1‘(1kmogr seriously with
ries and fears.

P

Prof. Amaris during the

O
U 7 pandemi¢' 2021 We enjoy the sun while reading
U

collea e and student book

recommeridations. And we offer our

% spaces to those without balcony or
garden.

Mx Pardi, doctoral candidate, on Prof. Harries' balcony

Caring Activities, Lisa Scheer, canva.com
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THANKING AND APPRECIATING

START OF A NEW SEMESTER

4

INSPIRED BY A GERMAN
RESEARCHER WE ARE GOING TO
SHARE MORE POSITIVE FEEPBRACK |—
THIS SEMESTER. WE WILL WRITE

EMAILS AND THANK THOSE
SCHOLARS AND WRITERS WHOSE
ARTICLES AND BOOKS WE ARE
REAPING. | AMm COVRIOVS ABOUT
YOUR EXPERIENCES AND THE
RESPONSES.

VY

: OH, How NICE! A

STUDENT GROVP WROTE
ME. WHAT INTERESTING
DISCUSSIONS THEY ARE
HAVING BASED ON MY

ARTICLE.
Oo

LATER THAT SEMESTER ...

\ N THE AVTHOR
15 EXCITED
AND HAS A

GREAT paY! Y

WHAT b0
You THINK
ABOUT THIS
NEW IDEA?

LATER THAT bAY ...

THANKING
THEM? FOR
WHAT? DOING
WHAT THEY ARE
BEING PAIP FOR?

1 HEARD
SOMEONE 5AY
THAT'S FEMINIST
NONSENSE. BUT
WE'LL SEE. I'm
OPEN TOIT.

el
I THINK WE
LEARNED A
- LOT. WHAT A
50 HOW WAS GREAT
IT? WHAT'S EXPERIENCE
YOUR FEED- FOR vs T0O!
BACK? 7/
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Thanking and appreciating, Lisa Scheer, canva.com
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